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Celebrate Our Children  
 April is Child Abuse Prevention Month.   Many children are abused and may think 
abuse is a normal way of life.  It is one of our goals at Friends For Hope to prevent 
abuse from happening and educate individuals on what to do in abusive situations.  We 
have many programs at Friends For Hope that educate the children on good and safe 
behaviors.   We have Hereos that meet on Monday and Tuesdays for the elementary 
age children and the STAR program that is currently meeting on Mondays.  We would 
like to encourage all children and young adults to help make a difference and join 
these programs to get the correct information and share it with their peers. 

 The 4th annual Celebrate Our Children Day is in the full swing of planning.  The 
date is set for April 26, 2008.  Please mark you calendars and plan to bring the kids 
for a fun full day of activities.  We will begin with a softball tournament that will last 
throughout the day.  We will have opening ceremonies beginning at 10:30 AM.  Then, 
we will let the games begin. We will have the inflatable's, music, dunking booth, pet 
show, washer pitching, and tons of games for the kids.  The barbeque dinner will end 
the day.  We ask that you please purchase BBQ tickets in advance, they are $8.00 and 
can be purchased at Friends For Hope.   

 Children are the very heart of the future and we need to protect and educate 
them as much as possible.  We appreciate the continued support of the Reagan County 
Community and thank all of you that help make this day such a success. To volunteer 

or for more information please contact Friends For Hope at 325-884-
9804. 

  

Our Mission…. Friends For Hope provides safety,  

security and restoration of hope  for people in crisis. 
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Thrift Store DonationsThrift Store DonationsThrift Store DonationsThrift Store Donations    
 We are accepting donations for the thrift store. 
Please donate only items in good, clean, working condition. 
The new thrift store will be located at  1001 2nd street. We are 
very excited about getting to open the thrift store back up as it 
helps many people in need.   The following is a list of items 
that can be donated to the thrift store: 
-hangers                                                                   
 -clothes in all sizes including children     
 -shoes all sizes      
 -toys  
 -furniture (good condition)    
-decorative items         
-clothing racks 
-shelving 
-Volunteers to help in getting the store ready and to help in  
the day to day duties of running the thrift store.                                                                    

 
Volunteer  
Spotlight 

  

 Rudy and Jane Win-
chester are fine examples of caring volunteers. A 
person doesn’t have to wonder why they have cele-
brated their 60th year of marriage. “They care for 
others.” For example, at Friends For Hope they buy 
schools supplies, make sure an angel’s wish comes 
true at Christmas, supports the Girl’s and Boy’s of 
Courage workshops and Celebrate Our Children Day. 
The “Big Treat” for the FFH’s staff  during the 
Christmas holidays is seeing Jane and Rudy come in 
the office with the biggest smiles and a German 
Chocolate Cake just for us. That cake just melts in 
your mouth! If we are really lucky, they will take 
the time to visit with us for a little while. Oh, how 
it warms our hearts just to know they care.   We 
want to thank Jane and Rudy for being so kind and 
supporting Friends For Hope in all that they do. 

We are honored to say congratulations                                    
for your 60th wedding anniversary! 

Today, see if you can stretch your 
heart and expand your love so that it 
touches not only those to whom you 
can give it easily, but also those who 

need it so much.                            
          Daphine Rose 

Green Ribbon Week 
 Green Ribbon Week is an opportunity for youth to raise awareness about the 
issue of Sexual Assault and how they can take action to end sexual violence.  
“Taking Action for Equality” is the theme for Green Ribbon Week which will be 
March 31- April 4, and the goal is to promote dignity and respect in all youth relationships.  
Sexual violence exists in our communities because there are certain attitudes and beliefs that 
foster inequality, degrade, devalue or dehumanize some groups of people and support the idea 
that power over others is a positive action and violence is the way to maintain that power.  
Youth must realize that four out of five students report experiencing sexual harassment in 
school (American Association of University Women Education Foundation).  Jokes at the ex-
pense of a group of people, sexually harassing behavior and rigid ideas about how men and 
women should or should not act help create an environment that puts many youth at risk of be-
ing the victim of this form of violence.   Working together with the Reagan County STAR 
Team, high school and middle school staff, Friends For Hope will help educate and promote 
equality within our schools.   
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We are honored to say congratulations                                    

****New MerchandiseNew MerchandiseNew MerchandiseNew Merchandise**** 
 We invite you to come to 
the Friends For Hope Office and 
look at the new merchandise we 
have in .  We have new t-shirts 
for advocates, jewelry, purses and 
our signature Circle E candles.  

FFH Annual Plant FFH Annual Plant FFH Annual Plant FFH Annual Plant 
SaleSaleSaleSale    

 We will have our annual 
plant sale on  APRIL 16, 2008 .  
Please come a join us at1001 2nd 
Street at 10AM as we bloom into 
spring.  We will have many different 
plants to choose from.   

We look forward to seeing you!We look forward to seeing you!We look forward to seeing you!We look forward to seeing you!    

Friends For Hope Happenings 
By Nina Hallmark 

      
 Please take time to look at all of the activities we have going on this month. It is Sexual Assault Awareness Month, Child 
Abuse Prevention Month, and Alcohol Awareness Month. One of our largest events of the year is Celebrate Our Children Day which 
will be held on Saturday, April 26th. We will host a fun filled day with inflatable games, races, washer pitching, and a softball tourna-
ment. The day will end with a BBQ dinner you will not want to miss! It takes many hours of planning, preparation and plain old hard 
work to make this happen, but it is a day we all look forward to. It is a time for us to let children know how special they are. We need 
financial support as well as volunteers if you can help in any way. 
     We have begun work on our newly acquired space at 1001 2nd Street where we will re-open our thrift store but with a new look and 
some new merchandise as well. It is becoming increasingly necessary for us to look at ways to financially supplement funding that is 
being cut through the federal government. We have also contracted with an organization called Charity Shoes and Clothing who will 
purchase unsold clothing by the pound. Not only will this help us with limited storage space but will give us a little added income. We We We We 
are accepting good, used clothing and household items. We are also in need of clothes hangers, clothing racks, and shelving.are accepting good, used clothing and household items. We are also in need of clothes hangers, clothing racks, and shelving.are accepting good, used clothing and household items. We are also in need of clothes hangers, clothing racks, and shelving.are accepting good, used clothing and household items. We are also in need of clothes hangers, clothing racks, and shelving. This is one 
way volunteers can really be of help in carrying out our mission. If you would be willing to work in the store, mend or wash clothes 
please call us today and see what all of the opportunities are. The thrift store also provides us with an inventory to make sure clients 
have the necessities they need. This is done through a voucher program at no cost to our clients. 
     I also want to highlight the work our committees are continuing to do. This is an exceptional group of people, not only board mem-
bers but other local citizens who are giving of their time to make sure Friends For Hope is growing strategically in our ability to serve 
others. The Marketing & Development Committee is working on continued giving for the success of our future as well as developing a 
new logo and new copy materials to be more appealing for our client base. They are working on ways to help us make the new thrift 
store prosperous. The Capital Campaign Committee is working in the area of moving forward with the building of a new facility. We 
have developed a case statement. We will soon be in an assessment phase to see if we have the support of area foundations. Please see 
our website at www.friendsforhope.org for a complete listing of those serving on our board and committees. They are doing a great job! 
     The Alcohol Anonymous group continues to meet on a weekly basis. We are not directly involved in the facilitation of this group, but 
offer a place for them to meet. We are so proud of this group of people that have made a commitment to help them selves overcome their 
addiction. In turn this helps them build healthy relationships. It takes real courage to make that first step. If you or someone you know 
is interested in attending AA please call 450-1365 or 884-2281 to find out more about the time and place for meetings. 
     Please mark your calendars for our annual plant sale to be held on April 16th in the parking lot of the building where the thrift store 
will be located at 1001 2nd Street beginning at 10 AM. The warmer days are giving all of us “Spring Fever” so come and satisfy that 
craving to dig in the dirt and welcome springtime! 
 



Friends For Hope Staff 
 

Nina Hallmark-Executive Director 
Jane Gay-Financial Manager 

Evelyn Smith-Volunteer Coordinator 
 Paola Salgado-Outreach Coordinator/Legal Advocate 

Chely Hernandez-Education Coordinator 
Lizzie Chavez– Child /Youth Educator 

Jene Ortiz-ITS/Client Service Coordinator  
Sarah Kalina-Case Manager/Advocate 

Jamie Barton-Office Assistant/Advocate  

Our Mission…. Friends For Hope provides safety, security 
and restoration of hope  for people in crisis. 

If you would like to receive the newsletter by email    
       please let us know; you can call or email.  

325-884-9804 or friend9804@verizon.net 

 Visit our website: 
www.friendsforhope.org 

Friends For Hope, Inc. 
116 N. Main 

Big Lake, TX  76932 

Toll Free   1-888-440-HOPE   

Hotline(325) 884-9804  

Office (325) 884-2281  

Fax (325) 884-9424  

Email : friend9804@verizon.net 
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